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The Cleveland Museum of Art Presents 
Angolan Star on April 2 


“Bonga, whose thoughtful, husky voice carries tidings of peace, hope and history, has been one of 


Angola’s most important musicians since the 1970s” 
— The New York Times 


CLEVELAND, OH (March 23, 2004) — Star Angolan vocalist brings his messages of hope for an inspiring 
performance when the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) presents Bonga Sings Semba: The Music of Angola at 
the Museum’s Gartner Auditorium, on Friday, April 2, at 7:30 p.m. The concert is part of the acclaimed VIVA! 
Festival of Performing Arts, and is being presented in conjunction with the re-opening of the Museum’s African 
gallery. 

Admission for the performance is $27 and $24; $24 and $21 for CMA members. Tickets are available by 
calling 216-421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 





Bonga is considered a superstar throughout Europe and Africa, although he is still somewhat unknown in 
the United States. He has recorded 17 albums in a 28-year career, and has been the subject of at least four 
compilations and countless re-issues. He is also the subject of a biography, "Dendém de Aucar", and several films 
and videos. 

Born in 1943, in Kipri, Angola, as Jose Adelino Barcelo, he soon rejected his colonial name because of his 
underlying political convictions and took on the more authentic name of Bonga Kuenda, meaning, “who is looking, 
who is always ahead and moving.” Bonga chose the name to recover his anonymity and make a statement about his 
stance on identity and anti-colonialism. Because of his intense political convictions, Bonga has continuously 
denounced the partisan and ethnic conflicts that have devastated his country for nearly two decades. 

Bonga initially achieved fame as a member of the Portuguese national team as a record-breaking track star 
while at the same time serving as an underground contact for the various Angolan liberation organizations. In the 
early 1970s, he was forced to flee his home country after being identified by Portuguese police. While in exile, 
Bonga released his debut album, “Angola 72,” which served as his manifesto for sovereignty. The album was soon 
smuggled into Angola where it was illegally distributed and spread throughout the populace as an anthem for 


independence. 


(more) 


CMA/Bonga — Page 2 


Introduced to music by his father at an early age, Bonga has won lasting appeal by Angolans throughout 
his career because of his inspirational messages of freedom and justice. Inspired by semba a popular genre that is a 
localized expression of the modern musical form of samba in Brazil, Bonga’s arrangements are tastful and lovingly 
rendered. His raspy voice and subtle rhythms give rise to soulful melodies that are at the forefront of his musical 
compilations. His newest album, “Kaxexe” continues his proclamations of liberation that have consumed his 
career. 

The next performance in the VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts will be The Whirling Dervishes of 
Turkey on Friday, April 23, 2004, at 7:30 p.m. in the Museum’s Gartner Auditorium. This concert is sold 
out. For 750 years the Whirling Dervishes of Turkey have performed one of the world's most beautiful spiritual 
ceremonies:, the sama. Sama is a precise choreography, a meditation in action, and a radiant quest for divine 
illumination. For more information about the CMA and its programs, please call (216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA- 


0033 or visit our web site at www.ClevelandArt.org. 





Promotional support for the VIVA! series is provided by 107.3 FM, the Wave. The Cleveland Museum of 
Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 

The VIVA! series is supported in part by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts and the 
American Express Company. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 


international forum for exhibitions, scholarship, and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 





holdings, programs, services, and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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